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Letter of Advice, 
”” 


A 


My Lord, 


He Government of this Nation for this many years 
ill of late, hath been mixt parcly Monarchical,part= 
ly Ariftocrarical, partly Democratical ; in which che 
power alſo was fatally divided between King, ' Lords 
and Commons ; whereby every ſtate therein having, 
diftin& Aimes > and ſomerimes contrary ones » the 

Nation was impotent and weak , and wanted that harmony which is 

ro be found in all the parts of a well-ordered Government. Yer under 

this Form, did Exg/and enjoy many good days,and great Liberties and 

Priviledges,andalfſo mer with nor a few Opprefſions. Thoſe good days, 

I cannot bur aſſigne (whether truly or no, I leave to your Lordſhips 

ſounder Judgement ) tothe Democratical parr of the Government, 

which was the conſtant Bulwark of Engliſh Liberties, and procured 
us thoſe excellent-Laws , which our Kings by their good wills other- 
wiſe would never have paſs'd,' and which yer (ſuch is the blindneſs of 
many men) it is thought in moſt good Companies , we ſhall never be 
able to retain,withour the Reſtaurarion of Monarchy. On the other 
fide, the Exorbitancies and Oppreſſons of the late Government, the 

Houſe of Commons in the Reigns of -the two late Kings _— co 

the Prerogative and Power of the King ; whichat laſt ſeemed ſo her- 

vy and grievous to the People, that incited by the famous Long Par- 
liament , they took up Arms againſt the King z to develt him of che 

Militia and Negative Vote , and ſoine other Rights be —_ 
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(2) : 
which an Engliſh King being ſtripr, could be nothing but an Heroick - 
Monarch': atid in-this ſefice they fought apynk Monarchy ic &lf. 
In chis War , the Royaliſts having lblt no ſmall quancicy. oF thei bag. | 
Blood, were vanquiſhed ; .and with the death of che lace King ,, Ma 
natrchy ir ſelf for a time expired. And now this poor Narton not 
meeting with the feliciry of being put immediately into the form of 
an equal Commonwealth, yer met with the beſt Expedient, being go- 
verned by the Members of Parliament that continued to hit after the 
Kings death ; who througn their wiſdom » pur the Nation in ſuch a 
poliure , as was a great refreſhment ro the harraſed Country ; and 
through their ViAtories » more encteaſed our Territories , and were 
more ſucceſsful in Arms » than all the Martial Princes that reigned in 
this Ile fince th2 Conquelizapproving themſelves to the whole world, 
prudent , active and couragious States-men, and ſuch as minded the 
incerelt of their Country. What good, whar benefits, whar felicities, 
might we nor jultly expe& from theſe worthy Patriots, Hut this onely, 
n1nely,a good Government? And1f this alſois not expeQed , icis 
nor hecaule their good intentions to the Nation areart all queſtioned, 
bur becauſe they being roo many » are not capa-le of performing ir. 
But as they were too many to frame a good Government, ſa alſo they 
were, and [till are, lookt on by wiſe men, as roo few ro make a popular 
Council. Being bur a piece of a Houſe of Commons, and neceflita- 
red ro (it ſo many years, andto lay heavy Taxes and Burthens on the 
people, General Cromwel chuſing his time, turned them our of Doors, | 
and chen called a Sele& Senate ; which being packr by him » plaid his 
Game; art laſt re{igning into his hands their power, - He rejeCting the 
Title of King , aſſumed ro himſelf the Government, and a greater 
power than the Engliſh Kings formerly had,with the conſent of a great - 
py of the people ; whoylike affrighred Children,thonghr they ſhould 

2 ſafe; bzing kid under the Gown of this Great Mzn : Yet foited He 
in his Detigne of erecting a durable Monarchy , who probably was a- 
ble to have broughe to paſs any thing elſe in this Nation, With dif- 
ficulry whilſt he lived » hemade a ſhift ro keep himſelf in the Saddle, 
whici his Son loſt, preſently after he was mounted. The Government 
then devolved into the hands of this preſenc Pa:liamenc, who kept it 
nor long before they were ejeRed by their Army. But now again 
t!:1s third time, are they riſen from the dead , and reſtored through the 
Fidelity and Courage of your Excellency to the Exerciſe of their 
Truſt, | I 


Thus hath this poor Nation, within theſe few years, rryed all _ 
0 


of Government, but an equal Commonwealth. We have experienced 
Monarchy in the old Line, and in the rwo ay Senate, 
an Oligarchy, the Government of an Atmy, (what not?) andhave: 
not as yer met with the ens of a good Government, Like a drown=» 
ing man, this Nation hach caughc hold of every thing thar came in'irs 
way : bur all things have proved bur Seraws and helpleſs Twigs, that: 
will not bear ir above water, k > 

And now, Sir, can atiything elſe ſave us, but an equal Common- 
wealth ? which in cruth is no more then a Free and Full Parliament ; 
bur a Free and Full Parliament more rruly eke&ed, and berrer for- 
med. You having been bred up in the beſt School of Experience, and 
being acquainred by Hiſtory with-ancient., and by your Travels and 
Employment with Modern Pacterns of Government , our of which 
your exa&t Judgement will readily gather whatever is excellent or a- 
oreeable to chis Nation I ſhall nor preſume co diſcourſe particularly 
of the framing of a Government ro your Excellency , whom God (I 
hope ) hath raiſedro be the Legiſlator of E»gl/axd, Onely give me 
leavero remember yu chat ic 1s the Judgement of the Oracle inche 
Politicks, grounded on norable Examples,Experience and Reaſon,and 
approved by Modern Wrirers , That the Legiſlator of a Nation muſt 
be bur one man ; who whatſoever extraordinary Actions he attempt- 
eth, or whatſeever power he afſumerh ro himſelf for the accompliſh» 
ing of ſo worthy an endas the ſertling of a Commonwealth will prove 
to be , deſerves not onely excuſe , bur alſo honour, Confider, Sir, 
the preſent ſtate of Aﬀairs, and ſee if yonare able co diſcern the Foor 
on which our preſent Commonwealth) ſo called, now Rands,ſo narrow 
is it become : Or if it hath a Footzis ir not like chat'of Nebxchad-nex-» 
z4rs Image, part of Iron,and part of myrie Clay,which will not cleave 
rogether ? Itis already fractioned and crumbled inco a ſmall handful 
which though ſo ſmall, 1s nor well knit, but affords dayly cauſe of 
Jealouſie ; that like the lictle Church or Sea, which conliſting » as 
Barclay relates, of but three men, came at lat ro be three ſeveral 
Churches, Sic de anguſta Eccleſia, & trium hominum numero definitas 


' xres quog, Eccleſia nate ſunt ; this Parry will break , till chey have nor 


number enongh to make wpa Family. And do you think ſo weak a de- 
fence,1s this Party is-will be able to repel che violent rage of that in- 
creaſed Multirnde, whichylike a mighty Sea, threatens to over-bear it? 
But Sirs Eicher you look on the Pacliament nor onely as willing, bur 
alſo as able to ſertle us a good Government , orelſe you would never 


(4 conceive) ftand by ir, and own it, If you look on the ng 
able 


(4) 


able to perform it, we have new cauie to efieem and loye our. 


» Country after a more excraordinaty manner, that can produce one or 
rwo hundred able and ſufficient Legiſlators, when Rowe, Sparta, ef 
theng, or Iſrael, can boaſt of bur one apiece. . : 

But my Lord, The opinions of ſo many Men mer together,mult be 
various, and like a Mulritude of Phytitians, will indanger, if nor de- 
roy their languiſhing Patient. Let England therefore, my Lord, 
have bur one Phyſician, and ſuch an one as they efteem and love ; 
which will facilitate irs recovery, Your Excellencie,being eſteemed 
and loved by your Country,crowned with ViRtoryxcelebrated for Mat- 
ial Skill, for your undaunred Courage, your politick Condu&t and al- 
ſo having the Militia's of the three Nations at your beck, is that Piy- 
fitian that may make us as happy, Or as miſerable as you pleaſe. 


But alas ! whilſt the Ship that we are all imbarked in, is tofled in a 
high Sea, You, Sir, ſeem to ſleep ; notwithſtanding the loud noiſe of 
all degrees of people, crying out to you» Saves, or we periſh. Be- 
hold, what a Chaos England your native Country is become : be You 
tO it, as eAfoſes Was tO Maron inſtead of a God : reduce the jarring 
Elements into their places: ſet a new and beautiful Face on your de- 
formed Country, and by beſtowing on it an Equal Commonwealth, 
make it a Paradiſe wherein we may paſs our days happily and cheerful- 
ly, blefſing God for ſo worthy andheroicka perſon as you chereby will 
approve your ſelf. 

England, when an Equal Commonwealth, will be as wiſe as Venice, 
as rich as Holland, as vertnous and military as Rowe. Believe ir, Sir, 
no Legiſlator hicherco hach had ſo large Territories co ſertle a mighty 
and glorious Commonwealth on , as England affords, All manner of 
materials are made ready for ereQing the moſt beautiful {iruture ; 


there onely wants an able VVorkman, Can you ſee any Obſtacle ' 


in your way ? You your ſelf have affirmed , that che Foundation of 
Monarchy 1s gone. And what Nobility is there ro oppoſe you , tur 
a Ticular and Impotent one > VVhat Army hath E»g/and, bur what 
isat your command 2 Mulcitudes of people indeed , like Children, 
who muſt have a Babie to play with, and ſomething to gliccer in their 
*KByes » cry fora King ; but when they ſhall once view the glory and 
"Yptendour , andenjoy the felicity of an Equal Commonwealth , they 


. £will cry ont with the raviſhed Apoſlle at the transfiguration of our 


"" bleſſed Saviour » [tis good for us to be here, let w build us Tabernacles, 
- Ar workt, (if this kindof Government prove ſo good for the Nation, 
; ag 


| (s ; \ ; 
as is promiſed ) theſe fond people ” not, not indeedcan they make 


any perſon more then a Prince in the Commonwealth, 


. VVhar ſhould hinder you then from ſertling ſuch a Government ? 
Or what Encouragemencs are wanting? Doit» and you make this 
People glorious and bleſſed ; you will infinitely pleaſe them, and 
thereby attain to the highelt ep of Honour » becoming theFounder 
of a potent State, a Legiſlator , chat ſhall be commended by a learned 
Age, the Father of your Country, and Princeps perpetuns., Et quo ſis 
alacrior ad tutandam remp. ſic habeto : Ommbm qui patriam conſerya- 
verint adjuverint, auxerinty certum eſſe in ( a:10z ac definitum locum, ubs 
beatt avo ſempiterno fruantur. Cic.de SON. Sci 


